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TAGS: PINT 

SUBJ: RAFAEL BARBOSA CONDEMNED 

REF: 76 BISSAU 0120 

1 . IN SECRET CULMINATION BISSAU'S FIRST POST INDEPENDENCE POLI- 
TICAL TRIAL WHICH BEGAN AS PUBLIC TRIAL (REFTEL), PAIGC 
FOUNDER AND EARLY COLLABORATOR OF AMILCAR CABRAL, 

RAFAEL BARBOSA, WAS CONDEMNED TO DEATH BY FIRING SQUAD BY 
SPECIALLY CONSTITUTED TRIBUNAL. BARBOSA WAS ACCUSED OF 
TREASONOUS COLLABORATION WITH PORTUGUESE SECRET POLICE 
DURING EARLY SEVENTIES AND WITH HAVING ASSISTED THE THEN 
GOVERNOR, ANTONIO SPINOLA, IN HIS ATTEMPT TO WIN OVER SUPPORT 
OF AFRICAN PUPULATION FOR CONTINUATION OF PORTUGUESE RULE 
THROUGH SERIES OF REFORMS KNOWN AS QUOTE GUINE MF.I.HOR 
UNQUOTE CAMPAIGN. MUCH HAS ALSO BEEN SAID ABOUT BARBOSA'S 
POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT IN ASSASSINATION OF AMILCAR CABRAL BUT 
TRIBUNAL'S JUDGEMENT OMITTED FERERENCE TO THESE ALLEGATIONS. 

2. TRIAL CAUSED CONSIDERABLE FUROR LAST DECEMBER, NECESSITA- 
TING THE CLOSING OF SESSIONS TO PUBLIC AND REMOVAL OF 
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PROCEEDINGS TO SAFETY OF BISSAU'S AIR BASE. BARBOSA WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR RECRUITING MANY OF PARTY'S EARLY AFRICAN 
CADRES MANY OF WHOM REMAIN SYMPATHETIC TO HIM. UNEASY 
CROWDS WHICH FOLLOWED TRANSFER OF TRIAL TO AIR BASE OUTSIDE 
TOWN RESULTED IN POSTPONEMENT OF TRIAL SO AS NOT TO INTERFERE 
WITH PAIGC EFFORTS IN DECEMBER ELECTIONS. ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
VERDICT AND DEATH SENTENCE IN BISSAU ON FRIDAY WAS 
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ACCOMPANIED BY ARMED FORCES ALERT. NO INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED. 

3. BARBOSA’S LAWYERS HAVE APPEALED DEATH SENTENCE TO COUNCIL 
OF STATE WHICH HAS POWER TO REDUCE SENTENCE TO 

AS LITTLE AS TEN YEARS. 

4. COMMENT: HAVING MADE THEIR POINT IN CONDEMNING BARBOSA 
TO DEATH, PAIGC NOW LIKELY TO FAVOR SOME FORM OF COMMUTING 
SENTENCE TO AVOID ANY POSSIBLE FRICTION BETWEEN PAIGC'S 
AFRICAN CADRES (WHO FEEL SYMPATHY FOR FIRST NON-CAPE 
VERDEAN LEADER OF PAIGC) AND PAIGC'S LEADERSHIP WHICH 
REMAINS HEAVILY CAPE VERDEAN. 

CURRAN 
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